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Associate Judge for the Circuit Court for Baltimore City

Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Sampson was an Associate Judge, District Court of Maryland – 
District 1, Baltimore City; a position he held since 2009. During his tenure on the bench, Judge Sampson 
served as Judge-in Charge of the Eastside Courthouse and oversaw the Civil Division of the Court. Prior to his 
appointment to the bench, Judge Sampson was the Master in Chancery, Juvenile Division, Baltimore City 
Circuit Court; a position he held since 1990. A Master – now known as a Magistrate – may be appointed by a 
sitting judge as an o�cer of the court to perform speci�c functions that assist the court in handling family 
and juvenile matters. The Baltimore City Juvenile Court is a Court of limited jurisdiction with responsibility 
for delinquency, child welfare, and adoption/guardianship cases.

Prior to his appointment as Master, Judge Sampson was an Assistant Public Defender, Baltimore City; a 
position he held since 1985. He served in various departments and divisions during his service, including the 
juvenile, child in need of assistance, and the misdemeanor jury trail divisions. The O�ce of the Public 
Defender is a state government agency committed to providing superior legal representation to accused 
indigent defendants in the State of Maryland. The O�ce of the Public Defender is the largest law �rm in the 
State of Maryland.

Judge Sampson is a member of the Baltimore City Bar Association, the Maryland State Bar Association, and 
the Monumental City Bar Association (MCBA). The MCBA is Baltimore’s oldest and largest specialty bar associ-
ation, which maintains a rich history of advocacy for African American attorneys and the interests of Balti-
more City’s African American community. He has also served in several organizations dedicated to children 
and juvenile rehabilitation including the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ), the 
Children’s Defense Fund, and the Court-Appointed Special Advocates. One of the largest and oldest judicial 
membership organizations in the nation, the NCJFCJ serves an estimated 30,000 professionals in the juvenile 
and family justice system including judges, referees, commissioners, court masters and administrators, social 
and mental health workers, police, and probation o�cers. Judge Sampson served as a lecturer and instructor 
with the NCJFCJ for a decade. 

A Philadelphia native, Judge Sampson completed his undergraduate studies at the College of William and 
Mary and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Government. Upon his graduation, he served in the 
U.S. Army and reached the rank of Captain; he received an Army Commendation Medal, which recognizes 
consistent acts of heroism and meritorious service. Judge Sampson attended the University of Maryland 
School of Law, where he received his Juris Doctorate. He was admitted to the Maryland Bar in 1985. Judge 
Sampson is an active parishioner of the Morning Star Baptist Church and serves as a Trustee Emeritus, after 
serving as a Trustee for more than 20 years. 


