
Althea M. Handy
Associate Judge for the Circuit Court for Baltimore City

Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Handy was an Assistant State’s Attorney for Baltimore City; a 
position she held since 1987. In 1999, Judge Handy was named Division Chief of the Sex O�ense Unit. She 
also served as a Senior Prosecutor in the Homicide Division during her tenure. Judge Handy received a Merit 
award from the O�ce of the State’s Attorney for Baltimore City (BCSAO) in 1995. The BCSAO is responsible for 
the prosecution of all crimes that occur in Baltimore City. Employing over 200 attorneys and an additional 
200 administrative and support sta�, the BCSAO is the largest local prosecutorial o�ce in the state of Mary-
land and prosecutes over 40,000 cases each year.

Judge Handy continues to serve as an Adjunct Professor at the University of Baltimore School of Law. She 
teaches legal research and writing to aspiring young lawyers. Prior to her legal career, Judge Handy served as 
a claims examiner and information specialist in the healthcare industry. 

Judge Handy is an active member of the Baltimore City Bar Association, the Maryland State’s Attorneys 
Association, and the Monumental City Bar Association (MCBA). The MCBA is Baltimore’s oldest and largest 
specialty bar association, which maintains a rich history of advocacy for African American attorneys and the 
interests of Baltimore City’s African American community. Judge Handy has served on several boards dedi-
cated to equality and education including the Women’s Law Center of Maryland, AFRAM 2000, and St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland. She has served as a homeless shelter volunteer at the Christ Lutheran Church for nearly 
two decades. 

A Fort Meade native, Judge Handy completed her undergraduate studies at St. Mary’s College of Maryland 
and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics. In 2001, she was honored to be accepted into 
the Society of Distinguished Alumni at St. Mary’s College. She attended the University of Baltimore School of 
Law, where she received her Juris Doctorate. Judge Handy was admitted to the Maryland Bar in 1986. 


